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Burundi 
Burundi: Defense Ministry Official — Hutu Rebels 
Trained in Zaire 


EA1204141196 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1003 GMT 12 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Bujumbura, 12 April (ABP) 
— The general director in *harge of communication 
at the Defense Ministry, Colonel Isaie Niyibizi, told 
the Burundian media on Thursday |! April that former 
Interior Minister Leonard Nyangoma’s Hutu rebels, who 
are Carrying out frequent attacks against Burundi, come 
from Zaire. 


According to Colonel Niyibizi, the Zairean authorities 
allowed the Hutu rebels to enter Burundi from Uvira in 
southeast Zaire. He added that these rebels were trained 
on Zairean territory before carrying out their attacks 
against Burundi. 


Colonel Niyibizi stressed there were strong indications 
that the Huturebel radio, which these days ts destabili - 
ing Burundi, broadcasts from Bukavu in eastern Zaire. 


Regarding relations with neighboring countries, the 
general director said the border situation with Tanzania 
was relaxed at the moment. “In the past, there was 
sharp tension between Tanzanian and Burund: soldiers 
on the Tanzanian-Burundi border because of attacks 
on Burundian territory by Burundian refugees living in 
Tanzanian camps. We have no problem with Rwanda,” 
he added. 


Burundi: ‘Criminal Gangs’ Massacre 
Approximately 40 in South 


EA1304184596 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 13 Apr 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} A total of about 40 people have 
been killed following Friday's attack by criminal gangs 
in the Buraza and Rutana communes [south]. According 
to witnesses, 13 people were killed and 12 others are 
unaccounted for at Gitaramuka Hill, Rutana commune. 
In Buraza commune, Ndago Hil! sector, a mass grave 
has been discovered at the home of the sector head 
where 10 bodies have already been buried and eight 
are still outside the grave. 


According to the same sources, in the same sector, seven 
children have been found dead in pit latrines and eight 
cows were killed, including two which were burned 
beyond recognition. Some 10 houses were burned down 
According to survivors of the Ndago massacres, the 
sector head had gathered the population at his home 
under the pretext that he was ensuring their security 
He himself went to call the criminals, who selected the 
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Tutsis who were to be killed and the Hutus who were 
to be spared. 


The same witnesses said the assailants claimed to belong 
(o the FDD [Forces for the Defense of Democracy, Hutu 
militia). 


Guinea 


Guinea: President Conte Fires Governor of 
Conakry 

AB 1404141996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 14 Apr 96 


([FBIS Translated Text} On the sidelines of the ordinary 
session of the National Assembly, President Lansana 
Conte has dismissed Colonel Oumar Soumah, the chief 
of general staff, and Ousmane Camara, a close aide 
of the president who has been assigned other duties. 
This has triggered much speculation. Ben Daouda Sylla 
reports: 


[Begin Sylla recording] The governor of Conakry has 
heen replaced and assigned other duties. He was, how- 
ever, one of the bigwigs of the Conte regime sometimes 
serving as a shield against attacks by opposition heavy- 
weights. His name ts associated with all resistance oper- 
ations and counter acuons to foil the subversive acuvi- 
ties of the regime's enemies. His last action involved the 
mobilization of government sympathizers against muti- 
neers in the night of 2 February. His own car was at 
the head of the procession while the Palais des Nations 
was burning. 


The governor's departure has been applauded in certain 
Conakry districts, and one wonders whether his removal 
is a punishment or a promotion, because this develop- 
ment comes after Gen. Conte’s 2 February speech on 
the weaknesses of the public administration and only a 
few days after the dismissal of another close aide, Col. 
Oumar Soumah, the chef of general staff. 


A major government shakeup is in sight. On 11 April, 
ihe Coordination of the Democrauc Opposition, pro- 
nosed on television the raising of moral values in public 

. the choice of good management personnel, and es- 
pecially a territorial administration reform. [end record- 


ing} 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination] 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Zaire 
Zaire: Army Begins Disarming Rwandan Refugees, 
Local Combatants 


AB1204174696 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 12 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The trouble in Zaire’s east- 
ern Lake Kivu Region has continued relentlessly. It's 
a mixture of old rivalry between local Houndou people 
and those of Rwandan origin, the Banyarwanda, grossly 
exacerbated by the sudden influx of hundreds of thou- 
sands of Hutu refugees from Rwanda in 1994. There 
have been frequent clashes. The death toll has been 
rising. Now, the Zaire Government is making a long 
awaited attempt at intervention. This made a show of 
force, sending troops into the troubled area, and laying 
down a deadline for the combatants to disarm or be dis- 
armed. On the line to Goma, William Wallace talked 
to the local head of Medecins Sans Frontieres [Doctors 
Without Borders], Rachel! Kiddel Monroe, and asked her 
how the Zaire Army operation had started: 


[Begin recording] [Monroe] It started yesterday in the 
morning. The governor went with all the major heads 
and generals of the Zairian Army — the decision 
speciale du president — and also the [word indistinct] 
which is a new military wing set up in Zaire, to go 
and start the operation in Zaki, which is about half an 
hour west of Goma. There they spent the morning trying 
to explain to the population what they were doing and 
why they were doing it and what they required of the 
population. 


[Wallace] What exactly does the operation involve? 


[Monroe] Ok, it's to disarm the combatants in the 
conflict and from both sides they request that the 
populations hand in all arms whether they be spear, 
whether they be heavy arms like guns and rocket 
launchers, hand them tn to the center within two days in 
each region. If they are not handed in within two days, 
then the military will go and take the arms by force. 


[Wallace] This is a pretty monumental task, given 
the reports that we've been getting about the level of 
weaponry in the area. 

[Monroe] Indeed, it is a big task and I think that they've 
realized that and they're putting a lot of effort into 
disarming people. 

[Wallace] How many troops are involved on the Zairian 
military side in the operation, do you think? 


[Monroe] Yesterday we saw there about five [word 
indistinct} lorries of soldiers toward the Saki area to be 
estimated round about 100, but there are more military 
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on the road to the area. At the moment, we don't have 
any Clear figures. 


{Wallace} Do you think this is likely to spark off further 
fighting in the region” 


{Monroe} I think it’s very hard to say at this stage. 
It was taken very calmly by the population in Saki 
yesterday. The people are not particularly alarmed by 
the process and the governor and the military authorities 
spend much time trying to reassure the population. So 
at the moment, the situation is calm. 


[Wallace] And what's the humanitarian situation in this 
area right now? 


[Monroe] Yes, the situation is quite poor. There is very 
poor access to population. Many health centers have 
been closed because people have either left in search 
for other areas, some towns have been taken over by 
different groups of combatants and are therefore left 
with a situation where people are not getting access to 
food. 


{Wallace} Is there fighting still going on in the area? 


{Monroe} Yes, absolutely. There are still attacks going 
on. There is sll report of people being killed and those 
conflicts are actually escalating. In the part week they 
have escalated. 


[Wallace] So those are holding arms are rather unlikely 
to just hand them over simply to the Zairian military. 


{Monroe] It's very hard to say. [end recording] 


Zaire: Rwanda Threatens To Seize Aircraft in 48 
Hours 


AB1 204221796 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 12 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Zaire, the authorities are 
concerned about the worsening of the open crisis 
prevailing between their country and Rwanda after an 
Air Zaire aircraft was seized at the Cyangugu Arrport, 
southwestern Rwanda, recently. The concern, which 1s 
being noted within the political circle, was reflected in 
many Kinshasa newspapers today. Guillaume Medome 
Nze has the details: 


{[Nze] Many Kinshasa newspapers have abundantly 
commented on the consequences of what some of them 
do not hesitate to describe as war stand by Rwanda, 
while criticizing what they also call the guilty silence 
of the Zairian Government. No official information has 
heen given yet by the Zairian authorities about the con- 
ditions in which the Zairian airline's only aircraft, a 
Boeing 737, was forced to make an emergency landing 
at the Cyangugu Airport. Also, nothing has been said 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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about the Kigali government's suspicions that the air- 
crafl was Carrying arms and spies. The Rwandan author- 
ities said that the aircraft was flown by Zairian soldiers, 
while it belongs to a civilian airline, What appears in this 
affair is that whatever their political trend, Zairian news- 
papers have excepuonally and unanimously denounced 
what they describe as haughty and unfriendly behavior 
of the Kigali government. 


This aircraft incident occurs after the refugee issue 
which resulted from the Hutu and Tutsi genocide 
experienced by Rwanda. It is in this connection that 
Kigali has denounced the expulsion of Zainans of 
Rwandan origin. More than 40,000 of them are said to 
have been affected by the expulsion over the past two 
years. Kigali has already called on the UNHCR to put 
in place a camp for those refugees in the Kizeni area. 


Meanwhile, a new development has been reported in 
the war of words embarked upon by the two countries. 
We have learned that the Kigali government today 
threatened to seize the Air Zaire Boeing 737 which 
made an emergency landing at the Cyangugu Airport. 
Rwandan Transport Minister Charles Muligande has 
stated that the Zairian authorities had not turned up 
so far to retrieve the aircraft. He added that in case 
they failed to do so in the next 48 hours, Kigali would 
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keep the aircraft for good at Cyangugu. According to 
the Rwandan minister, the aircraft is no longer capable 
of flying. 


He then called on Zairian authorities to retrieve it in 
kit form, adding that the decision was contemplated 
because the aircraft has not been insured since i993. 
He further pointed out that the runway is narrow and 
damaged. Also, the Cyangugu Airport does not have 
any air traffic control tower to monitor the departure of 
the aircraft. The 26 passengers and nine crew members 
have been stranded at Cyangugu since 7 April. Rwandan 
Information Minister Jean-Pierre Bizimana yesterday 
stated that Kigali wanted to hand over the passengers to 
the Zairian authorities, but that they did not turn up, He 
added that if the Zairian authorities took time to turn up, 
the passengers would be handed over to an international 
Organization which could see that the passengers were 
well treated. The crew members should remain at 
Cyangugu until the investigation on the mysterious 
landing of the aircraft is completed. According the crew, 
the aircraft was forced to make an emergency landing 
as a result of the bad weather prevailing at the ume. 
This was explained by the minister of information and 
government spokesman who, however, said today that 
the bad weather reasons were unfounded. 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Somalia 


Somalia: Son of Faction Leader Ato Killed by 
Sniper Fire 

AB1 204173396 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 12 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] There has been a tragic 
twist in the conflict between Somali faction leaders, 
General Farah Aidid and his former financier, Osman 
Ali Ato. Their militias were slugging it out in south 
Mogadishu last week. There was a lull when Aidid 
returned to the city from his stronghold in Baidoa, but 
apparently, it's boiling up again, and one of the victims 
yesterday was the 18-year-old son of Osman Ato, who 
was reportedly an innocent bystander. From Mogadishu, 
Ali Musa Abdi faxed this report: 


The 18-year-old son of faction leader Osman Ali Ato 
died of gunshot wounds to the head sustained near 
a battle zone where his father’s supporters and rival 
faction leader Gen. Aidid’s miliuamen were fighting late 
yesterday. According to eyewitnesses, Mr. Abdi Sallan 
Ali Ato was standing on the roof of a concrete building 
looking over the city when he was shot by snipers from 
a higher roof. His death has infuriated supporters of his 
father, Osman Ali Ato, who has sworn to retaliate on 
Gen. Aidid’s forces, who they blame for the killing. 


It's believed that Osman Ato is the first Somali warlord 
to lose a son since this civil war started five years ago. 
Almost all the children of other warlords are living 
abroad but Osman Ato, who has 20 children including 
19 sons, has kept his in the country. The death of his 
18-year-old son has made a political solution between 
himself and his rival, Gen. Aidid, all the less likely. 
[passage omitted] 


Somalia: Ato Radio Warns Against Importing 
Arms for Aidid 


FA1304201996 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 
1630 GMT 13 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] A statement by che USC-SNA 
[United Somali Congress-Somali National Alliance] 
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Says warmonger Aidid, who of late has been busy shop- 
ping for arms on the international arms blackmarkets to 
further fan armed hostilities in Mogadishu and some 
parts of the country, has sent ‘Abd-al-Rashid Shireh 
(Ilgeysheh) and Mohamed Abdulleh Ali Danan to Italy 
and other foreign countries to import arms. 


The statement said that the abovementioned persons, 
who were now in Nairobi, Kenya, had chartered an 
aircraft from (Dala) airlines and African Airways with 
a view to ferrying in arms at Bali Doogle airport 
[southwest Mogadishu]. The USC-SNA statement warns 
representatives of (Dala) airlines, African Airways, 
banana exporting ships, and transport Companies not to 
participate in bringing in the arms. The statement said 
if the warning was not heeded, the USC-SNA would 
consider the aircraft and the ships as military vessels and 
any consequences arising from their deviance would be 
shouldered by these companies violaung international 
trade agreements. 


The USC-SNA statement has also warned Somali peo- 
ple not to travel in planes of (Dala) Airlines and African 
Airways which were being used for military purposes 
The statement has appealed to international bodies, such 
as the UN, the OAU, the OIC, the Arab League, the 
IGAD [Intergovernmental Authority on Development}, 
and governments to help implement the UN Security 
Council arms embargo on Somalia and to try to scrutr- 
nize the activities of (Dala) Airlines, African Airways, 
banana exporting ships, and other ships sailing into So- 
malia. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Ramaphosa ‘Expected’ To Resign as 
ANC Secretary General 


MB1 204134396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1333 GMT 12 Apr 96 


{Report by Angela Quintal] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN April 12 SAPA 
— Constitutional Assembly chairman Cyril Ramaphosa 
is expected to resign as secretary-general of the African 
National Congress after the constitution is finalised, 
sources told SAPA on Friday {12 April] afternoon. 


President Nelson Mandela is expected to make an 
official announcement at his Cape Town residence, 
Genadendal, on Saturday morning. Sources said 
Ramaphosa indicated to his staff earlier this week that 
he would not serve in his capacity as ANC secretary- 
general once the constituuon had been finalised. 


Presidential spokesman Joel Netshitenzhe declined to 
say what the nature of the announcement would be, 
saying it was an ANC matter. An earlier media alert by 
ANC spokesman Ronnie Mamoep said Mandela and 
F amaphosa would make an annou: cement on Saturday 
morning. Mamoepa declined to divulge the nature of the 
announcement. 


South Africa: ANC Denies Ramaphosa To Step 
Down 


MB1 204172096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1707 GMT 12 Apr 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN April 12 SAPA 
— The African National Congress on Friday {12 April] 
denied its secretary-general Cyril Ramaphosa would 
step down from the post. 


ANC spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa said the party had 
noted reports that Ramaphosa intended resigning as 
secretary-general. “Nothing is further from the truth,” 
he said. The ANC would, however, not be drawn 
into pre-empung an announcement by President Nelson 
Mandela and Ramaphosa scheduled for Saturday at 
Mandela's residence Genadendal. Mamoepa accused 
sources within the party of being mischief makers. 


Earlier, sources told SAPA Ramaphosa, who 1s the con- 
stitutional assembly's chairman, was expected to resign 
as ANC secretary-general once the constitution was fi- 
nalised. It was rumoured Ramaphosa would head a black 
empowerment consortium headed by Dr Nthato Mot- 
lana of New Africa Investment Ltd which is set to buy 
Johnnic, a subsidiary of Anglo American Corporation's 
Johannesburg Consolidated Investments. 


Sources said Ramaphosa had indicated to his staff 
earlier this week that he would not serve in his capacity 
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as ANC secretary-general once the consutution had been 
finalised. However, he would remain a member of the 
ANC. 


Neither Ramaphosa nor Motlana were available for 
comment on Friday afternoon. Motlana’s office said he 
was in a meeting in Johannesburg and did not want to 
be disturbed. 


Earlier this week Times Media Ltd, a Johnnic sub- 
sidiary, said it was Considering finding a way to protect 
the editorial integrity of its publicauons which include 
BUSINESS DAY and FINANCIAL MAIL. 


South Africa: ANC’s Ramaphosa Resigns From 
Parliament 


MB1 304143196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
O815 GMT 13 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN April 13 SAPA 
— Former trade unionist Cyril Ramaphosa will quit 
Parliament to become a white collar executive, but 
will remain secretary-general of the African National 
Congress, President Nelson Mandela said on Saturday 
[13 April] morning. 


Ramaphosa will take up a senior post in Dr Nthato 
Motlana’s New Africa Investments Ltd (NAIL) — part 
of a black empowerment consortium trying to buy out 
JCI subsidiary Johnnic. 


However, his new private sector position will only come 
into effect once 'e drafting of the final constituuon — 
which he is spearheading as Constitutional Assembly 
chairman — 1s completed, Mandela said at his residence 
in Genadendal. 


The president, flanked by Motlana and Ramaphosa, told 
journalists Ramaphosa’s presence in the private sector 
would further cement the critical partnership between 
the ANC and government on the one hand, and business, 
trade unions and civil society, on the other. 


South Africa: NP’s Meyer Says Ramaphosa 
Departure ‘Loss’ for Politics 


MB1 304151896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1134 GMT 13 Apr 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} CAPE TOWN April 13 
SAPA — National Party [NP] secretary-general Roelf 
Meyer said on Saturday [13 April] the intended resigna- 
tion from politics of Consututional Assembly chairman 
and ANC secretary-general Cyril Ramaphosa was a loss 
for South African politics 


President Neilson Mandela announced on Saturday that 
Ramaphosa would soon quit Parliament and join top 
black entrepreneur Dr Nthato Motlana’s New Africa 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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Investment Lid. Ramaphosa would remain secretary- 
general of the African National Congress. 


Meyer said the ANC had made a “big mistake” in 
not retaining Ramaphosa’s qualities and skills for the 
overall benefit of the South African political scene. 

He and Ramaphosa spent months in stiff negotiation 
during Meyer's time as Minister of Consitutional Affairs 
and Meyer said he felt Ramaphosa’s loss was the end 
of an era but not of their friendship. 


NP MP Dr Johan Steenkamp, however, welcomed 


Ramaphosa’s move saying it heralded the narrowing of 


the gap between the ANC and the NP’s vision for the 
future. 


Some 30 ANC parliamentarians had left their posts since 
the 1994 election, many to enter the private sector, 
Steenkamp said. “Especially during recent times it is 
the ANC’s young creme-de-la-creme who have left the 
ANC... with its socialist leanings ... This involuntarily 
brings them closer to that which the NP propagates, ” 
Steenkamp said. 


The narrowing of the gap could only bring greater 
stability to politics and South Africa’s economy, he said. 
[passage omitted] 


South Africa: Mandela Says Ramaphosa 
Resignation To Aid Black Business 


MB1 304151696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0842 GMT 13 Apr 96 


[Report by Angela Quintal]} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN April 13 
SAPA — Constitutional Assembly chairman and ANC 
secretary-general Cyril Ramaphosa is the best man to 
spearhead a government endorsed drive aimed at black 
business empowerment, President Nelson Mandela said 
on Saturday [13 April). 


Speaking at Genadendal after the announcement that 
Ramaphosa would soon quit Parliament and join top 
black entrepreneur Dr Nthato Motlana’s New Africa 
Investment Ltd, Mandela said the government wanted 
to ensure that the wide gap between white and black 
business was closed. 


“Big business is by definition white. Blacks — and 
here I mean Africans, coloureds and Indians — are 
confined to small and medium-sized business. We want 
the economy to be improved and it cannot be improved 
if this wide gap still exists.” 


No one was better qualified to achieve this than 
Ramaphosa, the president said. 
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Mandela confirmed rumours that as far back as the 
ANC’s national confereiuce ahead of the 1994 general 
elecuons, Ramaphosa had .ndicated he wanted to step 
down. 


“| prevailed upon him that the uming was not right for 
him to do so, but this ume I have allowed him to go, 
because of the critical ‘e he’s likely to play in ensunng 
that this wide gap bei veen white and black business 1s 
closed.” 


Ramaphosa subsequently refused a Cabinet post in 
Mandela's government of national unity, biding his ume 
by spearheading the drafung of South Africa’s final 
constitution. 


South Africa: Jordan, Ramaphosa Set Up Mbeki as 
Presidency ‘Frontrunner’ 


MB1 304181996 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Apr 96 pl 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki's status as unchallenged crown prince of the 
ANC — and theretore frontrunner for the post-Mandela 
presidency — has been greatly strengthened by recent 
moves within the party. 


Although Mbeki's ascendancy has been clear for some 
time, the imminent departure from formal poliucs of 
Cyril Ramaphosa and the departure from the Cabinet of 
Pallo Jordan, have removed from centre stage two of the 
very few ANC members with stature even approaching 
that of Mbeki. 


Other popular at ANC conferences, such as Bantu 
Holomisa, are not considered as serious contenders for 
positions in the top leadership. Younger members of the 
national execulive committee such as Blade Nzimande 
and Jeremy Cronin are likely to move into senior party 
posts only in several years’ time. 


However, one Ramaphosa ally pointed out last night 
that the move to the private sector could yet place 
him in a positon to strengthen his political support 
base. He believed Ramaphosa would be able to make 
considerable strides towards empowering black business 
while his colleagues were facing difficult times in 
government. 


South Africa: Ramaphosa Moves Aside for 
‘Chosen’ Mbeki Presidency 


MB/404180796 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 14 Apr 96 p2 
[Report by Freek Swart} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The political dynamics of the 
leadership struggle between the two crown princes of 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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the ANC, Deputy President Thabo Mbeki and Cyril 
Ramaphosa, changed significantly yesterday when Pres- 
ident Mandela announced Ramaphosa’s resignation as 
member of Parliament (MP). 


It could possibly mean that the struggle is over. All 
indications point to the fact that Ramaphosa has cleared 
the way for Mbeki to take over as ANC chief and even 
president of the country when President Mandela retires 
after three years. 


It is no secret that Mbeki, who turns 54 on 8 June, 
has been President Mandela's favorite for some time. 
It is interesting to note that Ramaphosa is going 
to completely withdraw from Parliament and from 
the ANC’s parliamentary caucus, the arena where the 
hardest political battles are fougnt. 


President Mandela's announcement that Ramaphosa 
will stay on as ANC secretary general and as an ANC 
National Executive Committee member is a temporary 
political ploy so that the ANC electorate does not think 
that everything is fallin. apart within the ANC. 


One could even predict that Ramaphosa will give up the 
post of Secretary General at the ANC’s next national 
conference. His deputy, the fiery MP Chery! Carolus, 
could then take up the post. 


Mr. Ramaphosa knows that Mbeki is not only a member 
of the chosen ANC Xhosa hierarchy, but also a member 
of the struggle [preceding word in English]-exiles and 
a son of the exemplary Robben Island inner circle. Mr. 
Ramaphosa, a Venda, does not have the same status and 
cannot fight this successfully. 


One can understand Ramaphosa’s standing aside for Mr. 
Mbeki. Time is on Mr. Ramaphosa’s side. He is more 
than 10 years younger than Mr. Mbeki and only turns 
44 on 17 November. He can wait his turn without any 
bitterness because he has the satisfaction of knowing 
that he filled a unique and extremely successful leader- 
ship role in politics, in both constitutional negotiations 
and the constitution writing process. 


President Mandela announced yesterday that Mr. 
Ramaphosa would enter a new field, the business 
world. The man who became known to large sections 
of the public as the clever ANC negotiator “who made 
whites sit up and take notice” will in the future occupy 
a senior position in New Africa Investments Limited 
(Nail), the company chaired by Dr. Nthato Motlana. 


From his pioneering role in the political transformation 
process, he now has to switch over to a pioneering role 
in the economic empowerment of blacks. His shift to 
Nail, as soon as the constitution is finally approved, 
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holds huge implications for the black busivess world 
and for himself. 


The background is that Anglo American has put up 
for sale a 48 percent interest in Johnnic, one of South 
Africa's biggest industrial groups, and a: the same ume 
has used this transaction for black empowerment and 
corporate unbundling. Anglo has already identufied two 
black buyers, of which Dr. Motiana’s Nail is one. 


However, Nail will have (0 raise more than 4 billion to 
clinch the deal and this is where Mr. Ramaphosa comes 
in. It is rumored that he will be the co-deputy executive 
chairman of Nail. The other deputy is the former PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress] member, Advocate Dixgang 
Moseneke. Stock Exchange observers believe that Mr. 
Ramaphosa’s influence could strengthen Nail’s credibil- 
ity in its attempts to raise the necessary funds. 


It Nail succeeds and Mr. Ramaphosa eventually takes 
over the leadership of Nail and Johnnic, this will be the 
biggest jump towards black economic empowerment. 


Of future importance is that Johnnic not only shares 
control with the Liberty group of industrial giants like 
the Premier food group and South African Breweries, 
but also controls Omni Media, which in turn controls 
the SUNDAY TIMES, BUSINESS DAY, and the 
FINANCIAL MAIL. 


Politically speaking, this will provide a power base for 
Mr. Ramaphosa that could prove useful if (or when) he 
decides one day that he wants to succeed Mr. Mbeki as 
ANC chief. Maybe the time will be more suitable then 
for Ramaphosa to try to become president. 


South Africa: Report Previews Historic Truth 
Commission Hearings 


MB1404154396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1137 GMT 14 Apr 96 


[Report by Ross Colvin and Jonathon Rees] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} EAST LONDON April 13 
SAPA — The historic first hearings of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission get underway on Monday 
[15 April] as the veil is lifted on 33 years of human 
rights abuses by both sides durnng the anti-apartheid 


struggle. 


Nobel Peace Laureate and commission chairman Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu, who has described the commis- 
sion as “looking the beast in the eye”, will start hearings 
in East London's city hall by lighting a single candle 
in remembrance of those who died or disappeared. The 
candle will burn throughout the four-day sitting 


After a Xhosa hymn and Tutu’s opening statement. the 
first of 28 witnesses is due to start testifying at 10:20am 


This report may contain copynghted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
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(0820 GMT] as the commission starts hearing tales of 
torture, kidnappings and murder between March 1960 
and December 1993. 


Judges, provincial premiers and cabinet ministers have 
been invited to attend the hearings, which have attracted 
international attention and will be televised live on 
SABC2 [South African Broadcasting Corporation). 


President Nelson Mauadela and his deputy, National 
Party leader ‘‘V' de Klerk, are expected to follow 
proceedings on television. 


Tutu, his deputy Alex Boraine and Eastern Cape com- 
missioner Bongani Finca, will preside as witnesses tell 
of abuses in the Eastern Cape and its former homelands 
Transkei and Ciskei. 


Also to testify is a survivor of the 1992 Highgate Hotel 
attack in East London, allegedly carried out by members 
of the Pan African Congress’ military wing, APLA 
[Azanian People’s Liberauon Army]. The identities of 
witnesses remain a closely-guarded secret. Police will 
escort them from their hotels to the hearings. 


Most cases this week are expected to deal with violence 
by agents of the apartheid government. The commission 
expects to hear up to seven cases a day. 


During its 18-month term, Tutu and 16 fellow commis- 
sioners will hear of atrocities committed by both sides 
of the liberation struggle, from bombings to the alleged 
poisoning of activists. 


South Africa is following at least 10 other countries, 
mostly in Africa and Latin America, which have estab- 
lished commissions to probe past human rights abuses. 
The Promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation 
Act, passed by Parliament last July, gives the commis- 
sion until mid-1997 to piece together as complete as 
possible a picture of human rights abuses over more 
than three decades. Boraine has indicated it will prob- 
ably apply for a six-month extension in terms of the 
legislauion. 


The commission's Eastern Cape office has been flooded 
with telephone calls from victims eager to tell their 
stories of human rights abuses. Cases to be heard this 
weck were selected from over 250 applications. 


The commission, established in December 1°95, has not 
escaped criticism from politicians, apartheid victims and 
several religious bodies. Families of three slain anti- 
apartheid activists last week asked the Constitutional 
Court to overturn provisions in legislation which allow 
the commission to grant amnesty to political offcad- 
ers who come clean about their crimes. The families 
of Steve Biko, Griffiths Mxenge and Dr Fabian Ribeiro 
argue that the legislation deprives them of their consti- 
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tutional right to see perpetrators punished in criminal 
and civil courts. 


The commission has also come under fire fro.n victims 
groups for failing to explain how to access the commis- 
sion, and from the Inkatha Freedom Party for appointing 
ANC members to senior posts. 


East London’s colonial-style cicy hall has been specially 
prenared for the sittings, with a space to cry and be 
counselled on for commissioners and their witnesses. 


South Africa: Buthelezi Warns of ‘Grave’ 
Consequences if Elections Delayed 


MB1404143696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1418 GMT 14 Apr 96 


[Report by Bobby Jordan] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN April 14 SAPA — 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] leader and Home Affairs 
Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi warned on Sunday [14 
April] the IFP would withdraw from the government 
of national unity if local government elecuons in 
KwaZulu-Natal are postponed. 


“| make this solemn warning. If the ANC continues to 
press their plan to postpone the elections in KwaZulu/ 
Natal and are successful, the consequences will be 
very grave indeed,” Buthelezi told an election rally in 
Phoenix, near Durban. 


South Africa: Mdlalose Says Solution: ‘veeded Not 
Delay in Elections 


MB1504090996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0853 GMT 15 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN April 15 SAPA 
— Political parties in KwaZulu-Natal should come 
forward with suggestions to solve perceived problems 
surrounding local government elections set for May 
29, rather than call for their postponement, premier Dr 
Frank Mdlalose said on Monday [15 April]. 


“The fact of the matter is that there will be no perfectly 
suitable moment for the elecuons,” he said in a statement 
in Durban. The 1994 genera! elections had taken place 
when the level of violence was high in KwaZulu-Natal, 
and had led to a fall in violence. 


The African National Congress last week suggested the 
elections be postponed because of alleged irregularities 
in voter registration and increased political tension 
in the province. Mdlalose said a postponement was 
likely to cause anxiety and tension among many voters. 
“Indeed, we can no longer delay the completion of 
the democratisation process which began with the 1994 
national and provincial elections,” he said. 
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Political tension would probably rise as partes began 
campaigning in earnest. Mdlalose urged communities 
to “flush out killers from their midst and deliver them 
to law enforcement agents”. The provincial legislature 
welcomed the deployment of national teams of security 
personnel to help control violence in the run-up to the 
elections. 


Mdlalose said he had instructed provincial police com- 
missioner Chris Serfontein to negouate for the deploy- 
ment of more security personnel by the national govern- 
ment, as the province's own resources were “hopelessly 
inadequate”. He added all security force operations had 
to take place through the provincial security authorities. 
“This is of absolute imporiance for well coordinated and 
effective operations.” 


Mdlalose urged all security force members to act impar- 
ually and transparently. “They must under no circum- 
stances create the impression that they are serving the 
interests of a particular political party or grouping.” If 
security forces acted impartially, there was no reason 
why communities should not trust them, Mdlalose said. 


South African Press Review for 11 Apr 
MB1 104134196 


[FBIS Report} 
THE STAR 


Call For Army Reorganization — “We need an army,” 
declares a page-18 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 11 April. But “we do not need an 
expensive, idle, discontented, coup-prone regular army 
which threatens only its own citizens. Nor do we need 
some sort of unemployment relief in uniform.” THE 
STAR calls for “radical reorganisation” and says “multi- 
batialion regiments” are one possibility. "They could 
save money, retain cohesion, tradition and pride, permit 
effective unit-level training, and do away with the need 


for the ho: 4° ‘modular companies’ which did 
much to lit. «''e°’ -eness of part-time force members 
up to, and during, the 1994 election.” 

SOWETAN 


PAC Must Take ‘Rightful’ Place in RSA Politics — It 
would be “a pity” if the Pan-Africanist Congress, PAC, 
“were to disappear completely from the South African 
political scene,” notes Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 11 April in a page-10 editorial. “Such a 
possibility would be too ghastly to contemplate as it 
would effectively create a monolithic ANC leadership.” 
The PAC must “elect leaders who will be able to have 
a well-defined programme of action, find creative ways 
of funding the party, change its perceived racist image 
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and address the brain drain "vat has dealt it a devastating 
and cruel blow.” The PAX ‘must pull itself up by its 
bootstraps and take its mghttul place in South African 
politics.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Rand Affected by Failure To Relax Exchange Controls 
— "As long as government continues to hesitate over the 
next step in relaxing exchange controls, market senu- 
ment will continue to outweigh logic, to the rand’s detn- 
ment,” according to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 11 April in a page-12 editonal. The “psycho- 
logically correct opportunity” to relax controls was lost 
when finance minister Chris Liebenberg’s resignation 
was abruptly announced. If his resignation had been ac- 
companied by even a partial relaxauion and a statement 
that he was reurring having achieved this objective, ‘cur- 
rency markets would probably have seen the entre af- 
fair in a positive light.” The longer the announcement 
of the neat phased removal of controls ts delayed, the 
“greater the speculative pressure against the rand and 
the weaker the ability of government and the Bank to 
protect’ » currency.” BUSINESS DAY concludes that 
a “clear exposition of phased removal of controls would 
restore calm in the currency markets. 


South African Press Review for 12 Apr 
MB1 204141096 


[FBIS Report] 


THE STAR 


Warning Against Posiponerent of KwaZulw/Natal Elec- 
tions — “It would be a grave error to postpone the 
KwaZulu/Natal elections again, warns a page-10 edito- 
rial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 12 April. 
“There is no reason to believe that al! the problems cited 
as reasons for a postponement wil! be resolved in the 
near future, especially since some have been around tor 
ages. In the interim, a search for solutions should con- 
linue, but putting off the elections should not be an 
opuon.” 


Waning Confidence in Country — A second editorial on 
the same page says the ‘plunging of the rand comendes 
not surprisingly, with news that the business confidence 
index has dropped to a six-month low. Three political 
reasons are cited for the economic downward phase’: 
“increased tension (if that is possible between the ANC 
and IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party} ahead of next month's 
local government elections, the Government's seeming 
inability to deal with crime; and uncertainty about final 
aspects of the constitution.” To this the paper adds 
the “constitutional challenge to the Truth Commission’ 
which has the “potential to be extremely divisive. ‘Tt 
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iS important to note that while the perceived economic 
faultlines will disappear in time, the same assumption 
cannot be made about our political problems. The world 
at large is no longer oohing and aahing about South 
Africa and therefore our politicians have to get their act 
together.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


ANC ‘Attack’ on Newspaper — Johannesburg MAIL 
& GUARDIAN in English for {2-18 April in a page- 
22 editorial comments on the ANC and ANC Youth 
League's “attack” on the MAIL & GUARDIAN over 
its coverage of the recent Cabinet reshuffle. The ANC 
Youth League's contribution to the public debate on the 
issue “is of the puerile standard we have come to expect 
from this collecuon of superannuated schoolboys,” and 
is “not worthy of further comment.” However, the ANC 
Statement is “more alarming” by virtue of its charge that 
MAIL & GUARDIAN reporting on the reshuffle “was 
‘a shocking insult to the president’. The paper finds 
the phrase “inumidatory.” “To accuse us of ‘insulting 
the president’ smacks of the days when John Vorster 
attempted to silence @ RAND DAILY MAIL political 
correspondent by acqusing him of asking ‘unpatriotic 
questions’. The ANG has every right to challenge the 
accuracy of our reporting, to question our judgement 
and to ridicule our conclusions.” But “any attempt to 
intimidate us will be met with a contempt born of a 
confidence that ours 1s the defence of Mandela's bequest 
to the nation and theirs 1s the betrayal of it. 


NEW NATION 


PAC Needed To Keep Government in Check — “While 
it is tempting to argue for a resounding yes” to the 
question of whether there 1s any reason why the Pan- 
Africanist Congress, PAC, should continue existing, 
Johannesburg NEW NATION in English on 12 April 
in a page-10 editonal says the “objective reality offers 
little to support such a position.” "To lament the 
decline of the PAC simply because it will encourage 
the monopolisation of the black vote by the ANC, 
and by implication compromise a vibrant democracy 
Suggests an ignorance of what constitutes the essential 
components of democratic society. “Only organised 
civil society, free of any legal or physical restraint, and 
whose interests dissect political barners, can be relied 
on to keep government in check without compromising 
the interests of ordinary members of society.” 


BEELD 


Scrapping of Police Reserve a Mistake — “It is difficult 
to understand the logic which led to the South African 
Police Service's [SAPS] reserve force being legally dis- 
handed,” declares an editonal on page 18 of Johannes- 
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burg BEELD in Afrikaans of 3 April. “South Africa is 
caught .n a spiral of violence and crime, with no end 
in sight,” yet “37,000 former police officers, all fully 
trained, are being relieved of the important contribuuon 
they have made to policing in the country.” “This ex- 
pertise is now lost to the SAPS, which has too much 
work and too litle experience in its war against crime.” 


Problems in PAC No Surprise — ‘The problems being 
experienced by the PAC on the left of the po! tical 
spectrum coincides with the problems of mght-wing 
extremist parues,’ notes an editorial on page-X of the 
Johao>..urg BEELD in Afrikaans of 9 April. These 
probigr which exploded at the PAC’s weekend 
conference: i: Bloemfontein, boil down largely to poor 
ioccoesht, a Jack of vision, internal fueding, and 
Sti: ¢ support.” Instead of a vision, all the extremist 
parties share an inflexibility and inability to adapt io the 
rapidly changing South Africa. As a result, they are left 
hehind, caught in reactionary politics based on negative 
and destructive emotions such as racism.” The internal 
wrangling between senior PAC members and the youth 
wing “can be compared with the regular splintering of 
right-wing parties, and their inability to wor together,” 
and that “leads to supporters becoming disillusioned and 
quitting the party.” 


South African Press Review for 13 Apr 
MB/1 304181096 


[FBIS Report} 
SATURDAY STAR 


More Pay, Less Crime — The recent announcement 
by Police Commissioner George Fivaz of ‘substantial 
increases in the salaries of the nation’s police officers 
shows that the security forces are marching in the night 
direction,” states a page-& editonal tn the Johannesburg 
SATURDAY STAR in English on 13 April. These 
“overdue steps” should go a long way toward stopping 
the ever increasing resignations of police officers to the 
private sector in search of higher pay. The ‘appalling 
working conditions that the members of the South 
African Police Service had to endure in the past have 
also no doubt contributed to low morale in the service 
and created the conditions under which criminality and 
corrupuon among police officers could flourish.” Since 
police salanies are wholly funded by taxpayers, they 
will expect an improvement in the ‘efficiency and 
professionalism” of the force. They have ‘every right 
to expect — no demand — that they receive proper 
service for their investment.” 
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South African Press Review for 14 Apr 
MB1404 192496 


(FBIS Report) 
SUNDAY TIMES 


KwaZuluw/Natal Elections Should Proceed — Johannes- 
burg SUNDAY TIMES in English on April 14 in a 
page-28 editorial states the meeting next week between 
President Mandela and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi to 
discuss the possible postponement of the KwaZulu/Na- 
tal elections, “will generate more heat than light". It 
further says that there are “good grounds” for a delay 
— "the voters rolls are in a mess with the ANC claim- 
ing that in some areas 80 percent of voters have been 
left off", neither the ANC or IFP has been able to cam- 
paign in rural area strongholds, both parties’ candidates 
have been killed, and the “ceaseless slaughter of inno- 
cent civilians continues”. Despite all of this, however, 
“violence and intimidation have been prevalent in the 
province for the past 10 years and there is no reason to 
believe that delaying the poll will bring peace". There 
would be less room for the “thugs to operate once demo- 
cratically elected local councils are in place’. 


Ramaphosa’s ‘Good’ Decision — A second editorial 
on the same page praises Cyril Ramaphosa’s decision 
to leave public office for a position in the private sector 
as “better for the country as a whole". "To him must 
largely go the credit for maintaining the momentum 
that will soon result in a final constitution for the 
country. His task is essentially done.” By joining a 
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major black-owned conglomerate, “he is also adding 
considerable weight to the empowerment process in the 
private sector. This can only be good." 


South African Press Review for 15 Apr 
MB1504113096 


[FBIS Report] 


BUSINESS DAY 


Ramaphosa Move Analyzed — Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English notes that ANC Secretary Gen- 
eral Cyril Ramaphosa’s decision to become a business 
executive “brings a fresh look to black economic em- 
powerment,” according to an editorial on page 10 of the 
15 April edition. The move also enhances "the grow- 
ing perception of an endeavour by Deputy President 
and crown prince Thabo Mbeki to tighten, and render 
more exclusive, his control over government once Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela retires. If the enforced reurement 
from the Cabinet of Pallo Jordan kindled those percep- 
lions, the Ramaphosa development will strengthen them 
a hundredfold.” Now Mbeki and Mandela have a “new 
crisis” tO manage, according to the editorial: "It will 
be more difficult to dismiss the unease and even anger 
within the ANC. About one third of the caucus is said to 
be dismayed by the manner of departure from govern- 
ment of Jordan and, now, Ramaphosa. Mandela's state- 
ment that Ramaphosa’s departure has his ‘full support’ 
may exacerbate rather than ease those feelings." 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Liberia [Porteous] I just spoke to a number of people in the 

; . Barclay Training Center, both foreigners and Libenans, 

Liberia: Council of State Pledges Commitment To and they insisted that there were no hostages in the 
Abuja Agreement 


AB1404143196 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 14 Apr 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) The Liberian council of state 
has pledged its total commitment to the implementation 
of the Abuja Peace Accord. The council made the 
pledge on the second day of intensive consultations 
with the Ghanaian delegation led by a member of the 
council of state, Captain Kodjo Tsikata. Officials of the 
United Nations and aid agencies also participated in 
the meeting. The interim Liberian Government further 
pledged to observe the latest cease-fire declared last 
Friday [12 April] night. Negotiations are still underway 
for the release of some 400 hostages — all foreigners 
— held as a human shield by forces supporting General 
Roosevelt Johnson. 


Both UN and other international agencies have written 
to pull out and completely abandon Liberia should the 
situation persist. Already, the International Red Cross, 
Medecins Sans Frontieres, and others have withdrawn 
their staff from Monrovia. Fighting flared during Easter 
when troops loyal to the council were instructed to arrest 
the ULIMO-J [United Revolutionary Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia-Johnson faction] leader, General 
Roosevelt Johnson, on charges of murder. Gen. Johnson 
had earlier been dismissed from the interim government 
as minister of rural development. 


Liberia: Taylor Discusses BTC; Boley Accuses 
Taylor of 'Genocide’ 

AB1404190096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1710 GMT 14 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] According to NPFL [National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia} leader Charles Taylor, who 1s 
in Monrovia, the Liberian civilians inside the barracks 
are being held hostage and used as human shield. When 
Mr. Taylor called us up earlier tonight, Tom Porteous 
asked him if it was true that his forces were shelling the 
BTC [Barclay Training Center} barracks. 


[Begin recording) [Taylor] No one is shelling the 
barracks, but a training center. The government of 
Liberia has for the past several days been involved in the 
process of trying to save some foreign nationals, some 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] troops from a 
bunch of terrorists that are holding them hostage in the 
barracks. 


Barclay Training Center, that these people have sought 
refuge there of their own free will because they thought 
it was a safe haven, but it is now being shelled by your 
men. 


[Taylor] Well listen, Tom, let's not, you know, turn this 
interview into a child's play. The government of Liberia 
is not Charles Taylor. Actions in this country are being 
taken by forces belonging to the government of Liberia. 
Look, the international community, everyone, is aware 
that people are being held in that place against their 
will. Are you telling me that ECOMOG soldiers that 
were even taken in there [words indistinct], did it of 
their free will. Let's stop kidding ourselves. There is 
one thing here that the government is involved in the 
process to restore law and order in this country, and 
this government is trying to get those hostages that are 
being held out. 


[Porteous] Another way of looking at it, and this is the 
way that some people certainly in the Barclay Training 
Center do look at it, is that the BTC has become a 
center of resistance for people who don’t want you to 
take power in Monrovia. 


[Taylor] Well, what's new? Is there anything new about 
that? If someone wants to make this appear as though 
someone wants to take power, this government has 
power it doesn't need it anymore. We are committed 
to the Abuja Accord. This council of state is in constant 
consultauion. Councillor Koromah and I, and the entire 
council is in constant consultation with ECOMOG 
forces, with the West African subregional leaders, so 
that's a bunch of hogwash if anyone believes that 
Charles Taylor wants to take power. [end recording] 


Now, one Liberian faction leader, who he clearly hasn't 
been talking to recently 1s the Liberian peace council's 
George Boley. His fighters are supporting Roosevelt 
Johnson. Like Taylor and Alhaji Kromah, Boley is also 
a member of Liberia's Council of State, but he is far 
away from all the trouble at the moment. He 1s currentiy 
on a visit to Paris. On the line Tom Porteous told Mr. 
Boley that he was in the wrong place and that he ought 
to be hack in Liberia. 


[Begin recording] [Boley] | am not in the wrong place. 
I'm here trying to alert the international community 
about the genocide that is going on in Libera, in Mon- 
rovia particularly, and the silence of the international 
community is a matter of concern for us. 


{Porteous} Who is the perpetrator of this genocide? 
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{Boley} Obviously, the perpetrators of this genocide are 
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Koromah. 


{Porteous} In other words, your colleagues on the 
Council of State. What do you think of the council of 
state now? 


{Boley} Well, as far as I'm concerned, the council of 
State is the only thing that Abuja calls for and until a 
new arrangement can be worked out, it’s in place, and 
it’s the agreement we have on the ground and it has to 
be respected. 

[Porteous] Well then, why are you being so rude about 
your colleagues on the council of state? 


[Boley] My colleagues on the council have been very 
rude about themselves, and I think what they have done 
to the Liberian people is unacceptable. It’s a disgrace 
and there is no excuse, no justification for the havoc 
brought upon the people. 

{Porteous} So, what are you going to do about it in 
Paris? 

{Boley} I told you that I had left the country to consult 
the leaders in the west African subregion about this 
impending disaster in Liberia. 

[Porteous] So, you knew it was going to happen? 


[Boley] Well, the signs were very clear. We sounded a 
warning several months ago when our colleagues started 
to act unilaterally in the name of the council of state. 


[Porteous] That's what they are doing now? 


[Boley] Well, that’s what they continue to do, and that is 
not acceptable, and I think the international community 
should be alerted, and that is precisely what I'm doing. 
Let me add another thing — I intend to be in Monrovia 


very, very shortly. 
{Porteous} Are you going to go with lots of weapons? 
[Boley] I intend to be in Monrovia very, very shortly. 


[Porteous] Is that what you have been doing? Have you 
been collecung money and weapons while you've been 
abroad? 


[Boley] Tom, I have told you I intend to be in Monrovia 
very shortly. I'm not doing any of what you said. I have 
told what I'm doing. You can say whatever you wish, I 
intend to be in Monrovia, and I intend to be in Monrovia 
very shortly. 


[Porteous] Are you going to go as a political figure or 
as a military figure” 

{Boley} | am a member of the council of state and 
nothing changes that. 
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[Porteous] Are you going to go to fight to defend your 
people? 


[Boley] My people have my fullest support. They know 
that I am not a part of this disaster that has been brought 
upon them. They know that I'm not a party to the 
atrocities against them, the looting, the displacement, 
the bombardment that they continue to endure at the 
hands of these gangsters. They have my support and | 
will be there with them shortly. 


[Porteous] It looks like you may be too late because 
Alhaji Koromah and Charles Taylor seem to have a 
fairly sure grip on Monrovia at the moment. 


[Boley] Let me advise you that Monrovia ts not all there. 
Monrovia has never been a contested area, and no one 
on any council should believe that by taking control of 
Monrovia that all is lost. [end recording] 


Liberia: Taylor Not To Negotiate With Johnson; 
Sankawolo in ECOMOG 


AB1504090196 Paris AFP in English 
2320 GMT 14 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Monrovia, April 15 (AFP) — 
Looting continued Sunday [14 April] in the streets of 
the Liberian capital, although rival factions in general 
respected a two-day-old ceasefire. 


“There is no more fighting as such. There is only a fight 
for places to loot,” one diplomat said. 


Looters roamed the city with assault rifles, taking away 
whatever they could carry in vehicles stolen from 
internationa! aid agencies. 


Fighting broke out in Monrovia last weekend following 
an attempt by Liberia's collective presidency, or council 
of state, to arrest a Krahn faction leader, Roosevelt 
Johnson for murder. 


Informed sources said the council's head, Wilton Sanka- 
wolo, had taken refuge at the headquarters of the 
Nigerian-led ECOMOG regional peacekeeping force. 


Inside the Barclay barracks, a stronghold of Krahn 
fighters, some 600 hostages were still being held, 
including 22 ECOMOG soldiers and 50 Lebanese. 


Staff at the US embassy, from which some 2,000 for- 
eigners have been evacuated by helicopter this past 
week, acknowledged that gunfire has become less in- 
tense since Friday's ceasefire. 


Few of the remaining expatriates in Monrovia were 
looking to leave Sunday. 
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US embassy personnel said that out of 100 or so 
Americans still in Libera, 31 had opted to remain. 
Efforts were being made to locate the others. 


On Sunday, the city’s Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Michael Francis who had previously refused to leave, 
gave up and fled with his mother after the main 
Catholic church was looted and he himself was robbed 


al gunpoint. 


"In the next two weeks, there could be mass starvaion," 
he said before climbing aboard one the US helicopters 
being used to ferry out the evacuees. 


Thousands of hungry and homeless people were wan- 
dering the streets of Monrovia on Sunday desperately 
searching for food and shelter. 


All the shops and office buildings in the city have been 
looted and most of them wrecked since the fighting 
erupted nine days ago. 


One group of young thieves marched out of a UN office 
with two mattresses and computers on their heads. They 
put so much loot into a car that when it moved off it 
was scraping the ground. 


"| pity the condition of you Liberian civilians, a Nige- 
rian peacekeeper told a woman looking for powdered 
milk for her baby. “The warlords will never give you a 
chance to live a normal life,” he added. 


Armed thugs continued to race through the streets 
in stolen vehicles brandishing AK-47 assault rifles, 
grenades and larage machetes but they no longer ap- 
peared to be threatening civilians. 


No one can say how many people have been killed in 
the past week of mayhem although dozens of decaying 
bodies have been seen on the streets and at least 20 
people were confirmed dead. Local Red Cross workers 
Cleared away some of the bodies on Sunday. 


Three of the decomposing bodies lay by the roadside 
close to the US Embassy in the city’s Mamba Point 
residential and diplomatic district. 


Thousands of Libenans are camped in the relative 
security of a US housing compound close to the 
embassy, sleeping on plastic sheeting surrounded by 
looted goods. 


As night fell Sunday, militiamen threw up roadblocks 
round the territory they controlled in the city. 


The political standoff centres on the Barclay Training 
Centre Barracks. Krahn leader Roosevelt Johnson said 
he would agree to a truce provided the militias withdrew 
from around the barracks. 
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Johnson's spokesman said Sunday that the rebel leader 
wanted "to put the peace process back on course”. 


ECOMOG soldiers were deployed throughout the city 
and mediators meanwhile reexamined arrangements for 
the transitional government which sacked Johnson from 
the cabinet last month. 


Charles Taylor, leader of the biggest militia and the 
co-president of the ruling council of state said the 
government would not negouate with Johnson and that 
he should surrender. 


Taylor said he and other militia lecders would pull their 
gunmen off the streets once ECOMOG peacekeepers 
were deployed round the barracks. 


"We've agreed that ECOMOG is going to cordon off 
the barracks. We're not going to use any heavy artillery 
on that barracks,” Taylor told reporters. 


“We intend to exercise as much patience as possible,’ 
he said. 


Taylor suggested that Johnson might give himself up to 
the US Embassy or to the United Nations. 


Two of the council of state members are out of the 
country but Taylor said he was in regular contact with 
Sankawolo. 


“We have a very fluid situation in the city. I just hope 
can be brought under control as soon as possible,” 
Taylor said. 


Johnson's spokesman said his boss was in hiding and 
blamed Taylor and his ally Alhaji Koromah leader of 
the Mandingo wing of the ULIMO militia for the latest 
fighting. 


“The current fighting is because Alhaji Koromah and 
Charles Taylor see themselves as the lords of Liberia,” 
he said. 


Liberia: Cease-Fire Said Holding; Looting Still 
Widespread 

AB1504084296 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 15 Apr 96 


[From the African news] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] West African peacekeeping 
troops supported by tanks and heavy weapons are trying 
to restore order to the Liberian capital, Monrovia, after 
a week of factional fighting reduced the city to anarchy. 
From Monrovia, the BBC West Africa correspondent 
Says a cease-fire is apparently holding though looting is 
sull widespread. The peacekeepers are deploying around 
a military barracks housing supporters of the faction 
leader, Roosevelt Johnson, and hundreds of civilians. 
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Attempts by the interim government to arrest Mr. 
Johnson on murder charges have sparked the latest 
conflict. Mr. Johnson has restated his wish for a truce, 
but another facuon leader, Charles Taylor, has said the 
interim government will not negouate with Mr. Johnson, 
and has called on him to surrender to the United States 
Embassy or the United Nations. 


Liberia: Johnson Said in BTC, Urges Troop 
Deployiuient, ECOWAS Meeting 


AB1504095296 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 15 Apr 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Max 
Bankole Jarrett] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) [Jarrett] The situation is still 
tense this morning in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, 
where a political standoff continues between forces 
loyal to the faction leader, Roosevelt Johnson, and rival 
militias led by Charles Taylor and Alhaji Koromah. 
Johnson's forces and thousands of civilians are besieged 
in the Barclay Training Center [BTC] barracks, in the 
middle of Monrovia. On Friday {12 April] night, the 
Taylor and Koromah militias agreed to stop bombarding 
the barracks, but Roosevelt Johnson has not yet agreed 
to a truce and his exact whereabouts are unknown. 
Armed looters conunued to roam the streets on Sunday. 
So, on the line to Monrovia last night, I asked our 
reporter Nyenati Allison if the cease-fire was being 
respected, 


{Begin recording] [Allison] The cease-fire is holding in 
some parts of the city — that is, the central part of 
the city — but around the BTC the cease-fire was not 
holding there. There was shelling in the direction of the 
BTC, and one could hear small arms fire crackle in the 
area. 


[Jarrett] Were you able to travel around Monrovia at all 
to see what the humanitarian situation ts like in the city 
right now? 
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{Allison} Yes, | have traveled around Monrovia, and 
what I saw was that for the first time civilians, who 
had been trapped for long in their homes, were able to 
get out and search for food and water. As | speak to 
you, Our situation is desperate here. And, I came across 
this young mother who had a baby; she walked up to 
this peacekeeping soldier and said: Can you help me 
find food for my baby? My baby has not eaten over 
the past two days. And then the soldier went on, and he 
escorted her to where she could find the food. But, in the 
meantime, there are lots of people tapped in the BTC, 
the Barclay Training Center, where Johnson and his 
supporters are believed to be holed up. There are about 
10,000 people there, and reports from the followers of 
Johnson I spoke to on the telephone said rockets have 
been dropping there, killed some people, and at the same 
time there was acute shortage of food and safe drinking 
water, and people were forced to take water from the 
nearby Atlantic Ocean to be able to drink. 


(Jarrett) You mentioned that Johnson's forces, the 
majority of them are within the BTC right now. Is it 
known yet where his other supporters are in the city? 


[Allison] It is not known. Three days ago, there were 
pockets of his supporters who were trapped in the Sinkor 
area, but... [pauses] and still fighting flared up there 
again. But, as I talk to you, there is no word now as 
to whether this fighting 1s continuing. In the meanume, 
Johnson's spokesman called me up and read to me a 
Statement Johnson issued. And, this statement is calling 
for the immediate deployment of African peacekeeping 
troops throughout the city, and emergency meeting of 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] Committee of Nine to review the status of the 
current transitional government. And, this guy also said 
to me that at the moment, Johnson does not trust the 
peacekeeping force, so that is why he cannot go to the 
peacekeeping forces base to meet with the ECOWAS 
delegation. [end recording] 
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